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“The beginnings, therefore, of this great iron industry are historically impor-
tant and are of interest to every citizen in the United States, for there is not a
man or woman today living who has not been, directly or indirectly, benefited
by the great mineral wealth of the Lake Superior country and the labor of win-
ning it and working it into the arts…. Has it not the elements in it out of which
to weave the fabric of the great American novel so long expected and so long
delayed? For the story is distinctly American. Indeed there is nothing more dis-
tinctly American.”

—Ralph Williams, in his biography of Marquette’s iron pioneer The Honorable
Peter White: A Biographical Sketch of the Lake Superior Iron Country (1905)
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PRINCIPAL FAMILIES IN IRON PIONEERS

The Bergmanns

Fritz Bergmann—a German immigrant
Molly Bergmann—his wife, an Irish immigrant
Karl Bergmann—their son
Kathy Bergmann—their daughter

The Brookfields

Lucius Brookfield—family patriarch, partner to Gerald Henning in building a
forge
Rebecca Brookfield—his wife, a staunch Methodist
Omelia Brookfield—Lucius and Rebecca’s daughter who remains in New York
Darius Brookfield—Lucius and Rebecca’s son who disappeared years ago on
the Oregon Trail
Sophia Rockford—Lucius and Rebecca’s daughter, second wife of Gerald Hen-
ning
George Rockford—Sophia’s first husband
Caleb Rockford—George and Sophia’s son
Cordelia Whitman—Lucius and Rebecca’s daughter, proprietor of a boarding
house
Nathaniel Whitman—Cordelia’s husband
Jacob Whitman—Nathaniel and Cordelia’s son
Edna Whitman—Nathaniel and Cordelia’s daughter

The Dalrymples

Arthur Dalrymple—family patriarch, born in Nova Scotia
Charles Dalrymple—his son, a carpenter
Christina Dalrymple—Charles’s wife
Margaret Dalrymple—Charles and Christina’s daughter, born in a boarding
house
Sarah Dalrymple—Charles and Christina’s daughter
Charles Dalrymple Jr.—Charles and Christina’s son
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The Hennings

Gerald Henning—a wealthy businessman from Boston
Clara Henning—his first wife, from a Boston high society family
Agnes Henning—Gerald and Clara’s daughter
Madeleine Henning—Gerald’s daughter by his second wife, Sophia

The Varins

Jean Varin—a French Canadian
Suzanne Varin—his wife
Amedee—Suzanne’s brother

Other Principal Characters

Ben—logging partner to Karl Bergmann
Lazarus Carew—a stable boy, son of Cornish immigrants
Patrick McCarey—an Irish immigrant
Joseph Montoni—an Italian saloonkeeper
Therese—Montoni’s sister

Historical Persons in Iron Pioneers

Captain Atkins—captain of the Jay Morse
Frederic Baraga—“the Snowshoe Priest”—missionary and first Marquette
Diocese bishop
Mrs. Bignall—mother of the first white child born in Marquette
Pamelia Bishop—the Mother of Methodism in Marquette
Captain Bridges—captain of the tug Dudley
The Calls—prosperous family who owned a house on Ridge Street
Father Duroc—Catholic priest
Cullen Eddy—Justice of the Peace
Heman Ely—early Marquette businessman
Sam Ely—first president of the First National Bank
Philo Everett—Marquette businessman and banker
Robert Graveraet—a founder of Marquette
Amos Harlow—principal founder of Marquette
Olive Harlow—his wife
Martha Bacon—Olive Harlow’s mother
Charles Kawbawgam—Last Chief of the Chippewa
Charlotte Kawbawgam—his wife
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Father Kenny—pastor of St. Peter’s Cathedral
Jacques LePique—Kawbawgam’s brother-in-law
Chief Marji Gesick—Charlotte’s father, who led the white men to the iron ore
in 1844
John Munro Longyear—landlooker and real estate agent
Father Jacques Marquette—seventeenth century, Jesuit missionary
The Maynards—passengers on the Jay Morse
Captain Samuel Moody—builder of Marquette’s first dock, Civil War soldier
Jay Morse—Marquette businessman, owner of a pleasure yacht
Bishop Mrak—second bishop of the Marquette diocese
Colonel Pickands—partner of Jay Morse
Edmund Remington—Civil War soldier
Joe Roleau—passenger on the Jay Morse
Reverend Safford—Episcopalian minister
Alfred Swineford—owner of the Mining Journal, later governor of Alaska
Bishop Vertin—third bishop of the Marquette diocese
Mrs. Wheelock—proprietor of one of Marquette’s first boarding houses
Jerome White—Civil War soldier
Peter White—Marquette businessman, early settler, and civic benefactor




